Outline for Civic Position Statement Speech/Essay 
Please complete the following outline with care and precision.  This assignment will require that you not only choose the best evidence, reasoning, and supports from your research, but it will also help you to organize your thoughts.  As such, this organization model will help you stay focused in your writing and present a finely-tuned, well-reasoned argument.  You must complete this with specific details and information taken directly from your research; any failure on your part to provide specifics will result in underdeveloped ideas and poorly written paragraphs in your speech.  Keep it short; we will focus on logic and reasoning. If you feel you must add an additional body paragraph, use extra paper, or copy and paste a previous paragraph outline in this document to create more space. 
1. Introduction
a. Hook/Grabber: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b.  Background and summary of Issue/Problem: ​​​​​​____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c. Thesis Statement: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. First Body Paragraph: (Premise to support your thesis)

a. Point: (must directly relate/support your thesis) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. Evidence(the exact facts/anecdotes/data/statistics/information/etc. taken from your research): _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
i. Parenthetical Citation: _____________________________

c. Analysis: (Explanation for how your evidence supports your claim; reasoning for support) _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
d. Link back to thesis: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Second Body Paragraph: (Address a counter-argument)

a. Claim from the opposition: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
i. Parenthetical Citation: _______________________

b. Evidence/explanation offered by the opposition: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
i. Parenthetical Citation: _______________________

c. Your claim to debunk the opposition: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

d. Your Evidence to support your debunking claim: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
i. Parenthetical Citation: _______________________

e. Your Reasoning: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
f. Link back to thesis: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Third Body Paragraph: (Final Premise to support your thesis)

a. Point: (must directly relate/support your thesis) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Evidence(the exact facts/anecdotes/data/statistics/information/etc. taken from your research): _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
i. Parenthetical Citation: _____________________________

c. Analysis: (Explanation for how your evidence supports your claim; reasoning for support) _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
d. Link back to thesis: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Conclusion:

a. Restate Thesis (do not just copy and paste!): _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Summary of your major points: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c. Answer the “So What?” question—why does all of this matter? What is a meaningful solution to  the problem or a possible call to action?: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
